
WANT COURSE
MADE SIMPLER

Teachers Tell of Confusing
Effect on Young

Child ren.

SAY MINDS ARE STUNTED

Children Make Slow Progress,
and Arc liagcr to Leave

School.

That it iu tho earnest view of many
of this primary teachers that the course
prescribed in the primary grades '. < loo
liard was brought out before the spe¬
cial committee on Investigation >>l t ic
public schools last night, the most con¬
vincing evidence yet presented being
.that of Miss Cornelia S. Taylor, a
t.-achor of thirty-three years' experi¬
ence, who expressed the opinion that
the diversified course In the ilrst few
years tended lb stunt the children's
powers of concentration, the result be¬
ing that the chlldr. n make no visible
progress, become dissatisfied and leave
bi hool at the earliest opportunity.

The session was long and at times
Very tsdioUB, nearly all of the testi¬
mony being cumulative and all bear¬
ing on the first four years of school
3lfe

Miss t.'obn Testifies.
Miss Hannah Cohn, u lister "f Super¬

intendent of Street Cleaning Henry
t.'ohn, wae the llrst wltnssi She teach-
>s In the third year grades at Madison/tSchool, and was of opinion mat the
jarlthmotlo course in too hard, tho chil-
lor».n being too small for that work,
rj'ney camo to her from the lower
.jrrades, she said, knowing practically
Nothing biyond the simplest addition.
There was not sufficient time given
(for writing, though the time was eufil-
lolent for spelling, reading, history and
sjoography, In har opinion. She thought
All manual training should be omitted,
ptnee It did not tend to aid children to
ohooR» a vocation. She thought music
of little value, and would abolish the
physical exercises prescribed In the
enur.n.

Miss. Cornelia S. Taylor, a teacher
of the l A and 1 H grade« at .lohn
Smith School, followed, reading from
n prepared statement as to her ex¬
perience There was no period pro¬
vided for spelling, and the writing was
ihot properly supervised. The manual
training, she considered the great¬
est bisln strnln In her grade,the children being supposed to make
articles far beyond their capacity, and
ns a result become i.lsrourage-1 and
cither depend on the teacher for sam-
liar aid In all work or form a dislike
to «chool work throughout Present
conditions, she said, were not of re¬
cent Introduction, but were the result I
<t the gradual addition to tlie course
«l .the past tlftaen yrar«, until
Ii.e powers of concent ration of Hie
jiupll has b< :i stunted and the work I
Is far below what It once was. the]children being tnught so many things]that their minds become confused anil
they know nothing. ,

\\nm. Course Simplified.
would noi favor elimination ot

manual training from t'.ie schools, but
it.-, simplification and possible ellmina-
t ii.ii from the primary grades, hhc
<ioi not object to brisk physlcial exer¬
cises at intervals, but did object to
games In the school mom ns giving it
frivolous Idea to the child of Its duy'swork In .school.

Miss Cornelia Adalr. a teacher ill
the third primary grade at Klbii
School, speaking for till of the teach¬
ers of her grade, who had held H
t.ting recently, protested against
the arithmetic course as having ex-
nmplei too hard for children of that
Hat: The time devoted to reading was
pufllcltnt, but the teachers attributedthe poor writing to the great amount
of desk work unsUpcrvlged. 'the
spelling course was also held to beitob long and too Tiard. The music;
course, n was contended, should bei
simplified and given less time. There'
was no objection to simple physlcial
«..xerclses. save that the time alotmi-nl
Is excessive. Manual training was
hold lb be distinctly detrimental, con¬
fusing and discouraging to the chil¬
dren, resulting in a reaction on all
other school work.
The committee repr to meet next

Wednesday night.

Mill Instituted.
Fult wii initltutcd yesterday In th» CKyrire.,11 curt by Themas S. Wir.n /.¦ r;0.atalntt William P. Marshall for I1I7.M.

The Toasicies Lunch
If you want a clear head.and to feel "fit as a lord" for the after¬noon's work, cut out rich foods and join the big army of those whomake

the principal dish for their lunch.
These golden-brown, crisped bits of corn are delicious, satisfying, andfull, of wholesome nourishment.
Most good eating places serve Post Toasties.

"The Memory Lingersit

Made by Postum Cereal Co., Ltd., Pure Food Factories, Battle Creek, Michigan.

Absolutely Pure
The only Baking Powder madefromRoya I GrapeCream ofTartar

NO ALUM, NO LIME PHOSPHATE

George H. Keesee Chosen Com¬
mander.Miss Bessie

Massie Sponsor.
The annual election of officers lastnight was made the occasion of a Jolly.Informal smoker by R. 12. Lee Camp.No. 1, Sons of Confederate Veterans,in leee Mall, The meting, which wan

well attended ami enthusiastic, was
tho first of a scrl> .«. ot mcetingawhich 'he executive committee hopesto Inaugurate In a membership cam-
palgn about to be undertaken. It the!
plans of the camp are carried out howlife will be Instilled into the organisa¬tion and scores of tho hundreds of
sons of Confederate veterans who live
In Richmond will be drawn Into thu
enrolment of Leo Camp.
The following officers were elected

last night; CJeorge II. Kecsee, com-
mander; George D. Morgan, first lieu¬
tenant-commander. J. Bernard Rabb,
eecond lieutenant-commander, L. M.
Warren, secretary, Edwin P. Cox,
treasurer; F. F. P.onnle, chaplain, and
Dr. Oreer Baughman, surgeon. The
exeeut've oommlttce la composed of
the first five officers and tha follow-
lr.g: John B. Elghtfoot. Jr.. Dr. Vlr-
glnlus Harrison, T. Garr.ett Tabb, B.
B. Morgan, E. A. Mosel«)*, Thomas P.
Bryan and R. P. Seal.
On resolution of tho camp, the com¬

mander was empowered to appoint two
delegates to represent R. E. Eee camp,No. 1. at the reunion of the United
Confederate Veteran- to be held In
Mncon In May. MIsh Bessie Massie
was chosen a* the sponsor for the
camp at this reunion. Arrangements
were also begun for the annual sub¬
scription banquct of the camp, and
the whole matter was turned over to
the executive committee. The ban¬
quet this year will outdo anythingundertaken by the camp in the past.If |he plans of the committee are ful- i
filled.

BELTON PAID FROM
CONTINGENT FUND
Commissioners Rescinded Their

Action to Pay Salary
From Fines.

"The Board of Police Commissioners,
at a special meeting last night, le-
SClnded their former action In deciding
to pay the added salary of a sergeant
to Detective fetor Belton from fines jimposed upon members of the depart-nicht for violations of regulations, it;
wh,, determined to pay the d Iffcrem ..

of the increase from s private to a
sergeant from the board s contingentfund.

.\ t r previous meeting the commis¬
sioners elected Belton a sergeant, and
a* the annual appropriation made bythe City Council was not sufficient to
pay the added salary it was decided to
pay It out of the fine* of officers.
When the payroll with Belton'a In¬

creased salary was presented 10 MayorRichardson, president of the hoard, for
his approval, he refused lo sign it. Not
until the additional pay was deducted
did he affix his signature.
The action o*. the police Commis¬

sioners In agreeing to pay Helton from
tines of officers has caused a great deal
of comment, and In some circles was
regarded as an indirect violation ofthe law. These lines, which formerlyreverted to the City Treasury, have for
the past few years been turned over
to the Police Benevolent Association.

JURY HUNG Iii
FOSTER TRIAL

Vote Said to Be 9 to 3 for
Conviction of

Preacher.
The second trial of Edmund Foster,

the Inspired Henrlco preacher tndlcteo
for pervertlon of Ada [Catherine
Meoks, his Klrl ward, failed of deft-
nltr Is.-.ue yesterday when the foreman
of ihr .fury reported to 3lldge West.
In the Hclirico county Circuit '."ourt.
that the jury was hopelesslj. dlvlilet.
This announocinent was made after thi
Jurymen t<ad bean dcltberajllng for
three hours and a half. The Judge
was subsequently loin that the poll
of the Jury stood nine foi* ßnvietton
and three for acquittal. The former
trial of Koster also resulted In a htm«
Jury. The case will be brought up
for the third time during the next
session of court.

In the effort to hurry through tne
trial, the attorneys agreed Tuesday
evening to submit the case to the
Jury without argument The Judge
gave the Jury half an hour In which
to arrive at a decision, but falling to
agToe on a verdict In toe allotted
time, the Jury was looked up In UiS
Lexington Hotel for the night. W'aen
court convened yesterday morning, the.Jury Immediately went Into furtherdeliberation, with the result alreadystated, above.
The whole case seems to depend onthe jc« of f/he girl, and the unfortu¬nate circumstances of her birth makesthe establishment of Vier exact age a

very difficult matter. A dozen witness-'
es took the stand In the ntt-.'.mpt 16.determine whether she was horn In159^ or IRSfl. but none of them couldgive very reliable information. AuaMeeka taken from tne CrhlidrensMoni» of Virginia into the Foster'home, where, nccoTding to her alle-1gatlons. she was tne object of forcedmisconduct with the preacher.Foster vigorously denle.« the offences!charged against him. and ns his wife
cannot he forced to testify in the case,the State Is flndlnc trouble In pro-dtii-lng positive evidence.

breaksInTevees i
liiliPLACl
Thoroughly soaked by [he almostincessant rains which have fallen overHie entire Southern Mississippi Valley[oi the past few days, levees alonetio groat river were yesterday, withth.. exception of the Panther Forestand Dog Tall cr/zasses. holding with¬in it* bounds the greatest volume ofwatet heretofore recorded.Reports to the government engi-I'S In ilinrgr of the fourth leveidistrict, extendlnr from Vlcksbtirgsouth, are reassuring. At New Orle^ns the 7 o'clock stage Ian nightwas .'(>.t. a fall of three-te.nths of af 01 for the twelve h .furs' period.Water from the Panther Forest cre-vasse began to Hood l.ake Providence.I.a.. yesterday. This must join thesea oi wat.-r rushing through the DogTali break, which has already floodeda large section of Northern Louisianaand Will eventually inundate a largepercentage of n territory IT6 miles In1,-nirth and from ten to sixty milesin breadth. The situation at Tallulah.I.a. Is rapidly glowing more serious.The little town will receive the com¬bined force of the two floods. W'thwater already covering nearly the en¬tire town, those still remaining, espe¬cially the negroes, who have beendriven from their homv. will sufferadded hardships. Drinking water Isrunning low and provisions for thoseaid-- to purchase them are all hut ex¬hausted.

Captain Cussons's Will to Stand.
Estate Is Worth

$100,000.
The contest to break tho will o& tho

late. Captain .lohn Glissons, ot Glon
Allen, by which Miss Sarah Elisabeth
Fletcher was niaU'- soil legatee ot a
loi'lunc, and a scon "f other relattvos
disinherited, came to 1111 abrupt end
yesli rday afternoon in the llcnrlco
Cdunty Circuit Court « h< 11 AttornoyMill Carter, counsel ror the con¬
ti stunts, threw up lb.- nuht and ac¬
cepted a compromise. Under the cotn-
promise, which is a vlritiral surrender
of the struggle, am) an admission of
Captain Cusson's liietal soundness, the
jury will be ordered by Judge West
this morning to return o verdict es-
ivbllshing this document as the lust
will and tostlment of the late John
Cussons. and the costij of the litiga¬
tion will be shared equally by tho
propounders and contestants.
Mr Carter's action canto very un¬

expected I >\ hls~ proposition for a coni-
prontlsc being made Immediately af-
ler the court had adjourned fur tho
day, and th-; Jury sent to the hotel.
The failure of several witnesses, pro¬
duced by the contestant", to .present!
unimpeachable evidence soon showed]that, the fiirhl was pructlcally lost.,
and the compromise was offered by
Mi Carter in order to save his clientsj
hs much experiso as wis possible. If
tin; ease had been allowed lo run IIa
r.uturnl course, and the Jury had re-
turned a verdict In favor of Miss'
Fletcher, the contestants would have
had to bear tho entire expense of the
litigation.

Army of Wltncime».
I A small army of witnesses ha/1 been
j marshalled by tho contestants in the
effort to show montal unsoundness on
the part of the tostator at the Umo
this will -was drawn.-April. 1907.

land undue Influence exerted on him
by Miss Fletoher. The contestants
fhided signally In both lines of aA-
tack, MlAs Fletcher only showing up
the bettor for the attack made upon
her, and Captain CuefenP questioned
nanlty receiving perfect vindication.
Mies' Fletcher, garbed in deep mourn*
lng. and carrying a small bouquet of
lloivers presented to her by her
brother, Thouvas Fletcher, made an(affecting picture, and one that was
not without Influence upon the Jury-
men; >ho was the only woman "n

irourt during tho day. and she aat
[quietly behind her attorneys. 00
caslorially leaning forward to ask a
question of them or to suggest »gmo
line of examination.
Owing to a peculiar clause of Cap-j

t.--.tn Cussons's will, there lias not been
and never will be made &r.y appraise¬
ment of his estate. The value of .Ha
pcrBonal and real property Is known
to be considerable, however, $100,009
;...iI, =; the ge.noral estimate of his hold,
ings. The major portion of his estate
;.. represented In the $1.000 acres «f
land at Glen Allen, with a hotel and
numerous buildings, deer Park and
fish ponds. The extent of his personal
property is n matter of speculation.

CoiiHtnnt Companion.
When the will of Captain Cussons

was read shortly after his aeath, ttjwan found that Miss riarah ElizaBeth I
Fletcher had been made sole heir and;
executrix to the complete exclusion
of all other relatives. Either at tile
request of Captain Cussons or on her
own Initiative, Miss Fletcher came lo
Virginia from England about fifteen jyears ago and lock up her residence
under her uncle's roof at "lien Allen.
After the death of his wife and vari¬
ous difficulties with other rel¬
atives had bft the old sol¬
dier almost destitute of company,Miss Fletcher took charge of his
household and became his constant
companion. The light brotignt by the
disinherited relatives to break tho
will was of particular interet on ac¬
count of the fact that for year be¬fore his death Captain Cussons was
entirely estranged fn»ni his tftimilyconnections with the exception of MissFletcher.
The will, which Is the subject ot

contest, was the only one found afterthe testator's death, and 1« presumab¬ly the last he -rroto. It was drawn inApril of IS0T by Eugene C. Massie anflwitnessed by F. T. Stltton, Sr.. and!W. It. Massie. Miss Surah Elizabeth IFletcher is the niece of Captain Cus-|sons's late wife, who -was a MissFletcher.
As the case was to be tried as anIssue out of cnancery. it required near¬ly an hour to impanel a jury yester¬day morning, and another three-quar¬ters of an hour for th'» statements ofthe contestants. Hill Carter and C.V. Saunders. representing the contest-

ants, alleged undue influence and un¬sound mind at the time the will wasdrawn In petitionlne; for the breakingof the will. Judge Ue,orge K Christianand Samuel A. Anderson were counselfor Miss Fletcher, while Judge JesseF. West occupied the bench In the ab-
¦ense of Judge It. Carter Scott.

Distinguished Witnesses.
In the effort to enumerate and en¬large upon the eccentricities of thegrizzled old Confederate scout, an

army of witnesses were summoned, allfriends of the testator, and IncludingIn their number a notable collectionof city figures. The witnesses In¬cluded Lieutenant-Governor J. TaylorEllyson. Mayor David C. Richardson,Former Mayor Carlton McCarthy,Major Frank 1'. Stilton, Folk Miller,!E. V. Valentine. Dr. C. A. Bryce, Col.onel Eugene C. Massie. John D. Murrcllfind Major W. D. Evans.
M. V. Shepnrd. a nephew of Captain jCussons by marriage, took the stand

as the star Witness for the contestant*,but his evidence was broken under afire of questions from the attorneys,the Judge and the Jury. The jurymen,nil of unusual intelligence and mind,took the cross-examination of the wit-
ncss and bombarded Shepherd w'th
questions that would have done creditto the skilled criminal lawyer. A
number of witnesses, who had been
summoned, were not en lied because of
the compromise effected.

Xegro Crushed by |,og Wngon.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.
Petersburg, Vo.. April 17..Isaac

Pnrham. colored, thlrty-flvo years old,
was brought to the Petersburg Hos¬
pital from Surry county to-night snf-
fer'ng a. badly bruised head and tie-
lost of an ear, crushed oft when the
v. heol of a heavy log wagon passed
over him. Pnrham fell from the
wagon, ho was dr'vlng on the James
IMvct Rna/ii nia injuries were at¬
tended by Dr. W. P. Hoy. He will
recover.

rhlld Hit by Cnr.
l/lnwood Butler, four years old, was

struck and slightly hurt yesterday after¬
noon shortly before 1 o'clock by a car
tin- Oakwood .md Main division of fhe Vir¬
ginia Rallwnj Biel Power Company in V«u-
side Flrnt near Mosby. a"<- was traten byl>r. It. E. Wattf. nml>n!«.Jf surgeon of th*City Itospitnl. nnd token to his homo, I'MPUasaat Slrast. .

Looks Good.Tastes Good
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TKo Boerjof.Quality
if HE waiter knows that he is serving a dis¬criminating guest when ordered to bringPabst "Blue Ribbon" Beer.This is the beverage beyond compare,1 and is appro¬priate for all times and occasions. Wholesome andrefreshing.»a delight to the eye and the palate.-the perfection of brewing.Bottled only at the brewery in crystal clear bottles,showing at a glance that it is clean and pure*

Serve it to your family and guests. Phone or write
Pabst Brewing CompanyS08-314 Hancock St. Phona Madison 386 Richmond, Va.

GUNSTTHROWSHIS
HAT IN THE RING

Announces Candidacy for Ad¬
ministrative Board, Running

on His Record.
F.'.'mal crtiouncemont was mude

ye-.it.iUay by Alderman Marx Ounu o!
h i candidacy for the Administrativ«
Bi aid. Mr. GMnrt has been consider¬
ed1 a receptive candidate for riimn
l ine, and his f.'ends have been actlve-
1.. at work canvaslng the voters ot
the city, lie bctiies his claim on his
record ns a member of tho City c'oun-
cil, to which he was first elected in
1861. Mr. Guest hns .prepared for elr-
cullltlon during tin, campaign an ox-

tended »tatomen; ol his part In Im¬
portant leg'sl itio dating Crom the
Bell Ttlephoni wrangles of 1*>D4, and
subsequent yeara, the reformation at
the gas works, and the formation of
the "Good Government Loag-uu'" In
1X96, which Win Intended to curb the
cxtta\agance of the Council and force
tho city to 11/ .. within Its Income.
Mr. Gunst offered tho resolution

which created the Committee on Elec¬
tricity, and was for many years chair-
mun of tho Committee on Relief of
the Poor. He served four terms In
the Common Counll from Monroe
Ward, and In IPO: was electerl to the
P.oard of Aldermen, from which he
resigned in 1909, on removing Into
Leo Ward. In 1910 he w;is re-elected
from his new ward, defeating Alder¬
man Ellett. Although for many
years a member of the Streot Com¬
mittee. Mr. Gunst claims to have been
opposed to the ward system of dis¬
tribution of funds.
He presented a plan several years

ngo for simplifying the government
by reducing tJhtj size of :he Council
and having the members paid salaries.

Ho supported the recent tour-ward re-
distrlcting ordinance, and in t'.i«j case
of the Administrative Board sup¬
ported the committee plan, which »vaa
adopted, rather than the more exten¬
sive substitute which would have In¬
cluded tho Fire, Police nnd H. a 1th
Departments. Mr, Gun? t came jnio
some prominence last year trough

.his advocacy of a bond issue of
$.1,000,000 for street work. The Fi¬
nance iCommlti'täu objected ithat tlyitlmo was not suitable for marketingbonds, nnd Mr. Guns: did not pressthe proposition, but has given nev.Ico[that It Will be revived as soon as theAdministrative Board i» in office. Mr.I Ottnst also opposed the un'ousln-',sslike

'anil Impracticable method punsued In
'securing plans and bids for the n..w
Mayo's Bridge, by which each con¬
testant Md on his own plans, the city
getting no real competition In price.
He ndvocates ehe sale of all unproduc¬
tive property, such its Sea brook Ware¬
house and ('parks Siv'nB. from which
tho city now derives neither revenue,
nor taxes.

(onqurrineM

Oys:*?ii. Indlfdlion.
Constrpai(on.

NrrvousntM.

S«ur Stomach,
ami other L'iicnk.i

tSWrwtric. *n »vtrlullaa
a»4 lrr.j-mlx> and

itft»rCH waim u,«.

truer, ai.oo

Nothing you could <lo for your children
will bear richer fruit than a musical
education.

Your Girl
Will Learn Fast

Bt-lorr you know it she'll be en

livening your evenings
"catchy" music, tunefuj melodies
that let "sunshine" into your life.

And she'll be popular. The mu¬

sical girl always atiracts friends.
receiving ill those little favors that
mean everything in a girl's life.

Just the Piano You Want.
20% Under Price

Yes, you save exactly one-fifth of the total cost
by coming direct to the makers.simply because we
save you the needless dealer-charges, such as extra
profits, advertising bills, etc.

E. G. RIKE. Mgr., 205 E. Broad St.

PIANOS


